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1.0
The starting point – My story (some relevant mark stones in my pilgrimage)
· The church and the bible in my formation and pilgrimage – from birth: Growing up in a Christian minister’s home; an ‘East African Revival’ heritage; and ‘evangelical student’ (SU and IFES) spirituality heritage;

· HIV/AIDS in my family and work – death of Patrick, a Christian student in the CU around 1988 and Abel my brother due to AIDS – shifting paradigms of life and ministry;

· Journey update: making meaning of life, church and God in the face of the devastation of HIV and AIDS pandemic, natural and human catastrophes (such as genocide in Rwanda and the IDPs of Northern Uganda since late 1980s) 

2.0
Theological assumptions, presuppositions:

· God is sovereign in and over creation, in and over history: “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else (Acts 17:24, 25).
· History is the un-folding of God’s purpose: “… to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Ephesians 1:10);
· The evolution of peoples, nations and cultures, spanning geography and generations, is orchestrated by God, towards the fulfilment of his purpose. It is God who “determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him…” (Acts 17:26,27);
· The Bible not only tells the story of Jesus Christ but is the account of God’s unfolding will and purpose in drawing creation and indeed all peoples, nations and cultures into that story, bringing “all things in heaven and on earth together under … Christ”;
· In every generation God elects for himself a people that he calls his own – “… a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God… “(1 Peter 2:9), in whom and through whom God works to accomplish his purpose. Remember the words of Jesus: “… I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18);
· The challenge for the people of God in every generation and culture is to be faithful followers of Jesus, living by God’s word, “in the world but not of the world” (1 John 17:13-19);
3.0
Critical questions arising from the HIV and AIDS pandemic and interventions by Church and Christian Communities
· Making sense of HIV and AIDS pandemic in our time, for our generation – in the light of God’s sovereignty and purposes? Where on earth is God in all this? What on earth is God doing? Describing AIDS as an apocalypse / kairos (May 06 meeting in S Africa):
Definition of “apocalypse”: A catastrophic pandemic that affects all people and that is destroying life and society as we know it and revealing systemic weaknesses in the fabric of the culture, church, and community but providing unprecedented opportunity for transformation.

· Making sense of the church: Is the Church in its diverse forms today, the same as the one Jesus conceived when he declared “I will build my church…”? HIV and AIDS as a litmus test of authentic Church – community of the Kingdom of God;
· In the work of resource development for Bible Engagement, have the Bible Agencies been too preoccupied with institutional forms of the Church, equating institutional Church with the people of God?

· How is HIV and AIDS pandemic transforming the church, re-forming and forming it to conform to the image of His Son, sometimes as sign and other times as counter-sign of the Kingdom of God – a community that seeks after God, to live out his purposes and reaching out to the world? What questions has HIV and AIDS brought to the fore in the life of churches today?
· Church as voice against the marginalised? Using (misusing!) the Bible as instrument for HIV and AIDS stigmatisation;

· Church as voice for the marginalised? Creative and redemptive HIV and AIDS interventions that are informed by the message of the Bible have liberated Bible and biblical language from religious captivity – such language as faith and faithfulness (the language of Being faithful in the ABC strategy came from Church responses);

· Church as active agent for God’s Mission (integral): the shift from Church’s social engagement in education and health care simply as means for evangelism, to social engagement as end (as integral to God’s Mission);
· HIV and AIDS as the place for transformation of individuals and communities for good (example of pastors whose ministries and communities are being transformed);

· The dominant role of NGOs in HIV and AIDS intervention have wrought the phenomenon of ‘NGO-isation’ of the Church;

· However, the Church as community of “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience… and love” (Colossians 3: 12, 14)? What forms of scripture are enabling this to be reality in the face of HIV and AIDS?

· Who then is authentic people of God today (authentic Church)? Church suffering from and with HIV and AIDS;

4.0
Our response: Living in the Story, finding God
· What are the paradigms, traditions, perspectives that the HIV and AIDS pandemic is questioning?

· How then shall we live, in response to God’s action in and through the HIV and AIDS pandemic, to become God’s kingdom community? Since the purpose of the biblical narrative is forming a people whose life and community is centred in Jesus, how do we engage with the Bible not as our tool but rather subject and submit our stories to its scrutiny?

· What kinds of ‘forms of Bible’ enable the Churches to liberate the Bible and its message from its ‘religious captivity’?
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